
Opportunity Zone Nominations 
Centre County and the Borough of State College, Pennsylvania 
 
The Planning Departments of State College Borough and Centre County collaborated to submit this 
nomination of four census tracts for participation in the Opportunity Zones of Pennsylvania.   

 

1. Nomination of Census Tract 42027012500 (Downtown State College) 
 
Eligibility 
Census Tract 42027012500 (hereinafter 125) qualifies for designation as an eligible Opportunity Zone.  
The Census Tract Poverty Rate, per 2011-2015 ACS, for CT 125 is 81.7%.  This is the highest poverty rate 
of any Census Tract in the Borough of State College.   

 
 

 
Area of Growth 
Census Tract 125 is the central business district of State College Borough, a hub of growth in Central 
Pennsylvania.  With the economic engine of Penn State University located in the adjacent census tract, 
and located a short, twenty-minute drive to Interstate 80, Downtown State College Borough is a prime 
location for investment.   
 



Total population of the Downtown-CT 125 grew by 21% based on a comparison of data from the 
American Community Survey, 5 Year Average Data from 2010 and 2016.  Greatest growth appeared in 
college students, as well as the 55 to 64 year-old age cohort, which more than doubled.  The number of 
graduate students living downtown also tripled from 2010 to 2016.  About half of those who reside in CT 
125 also work there.   
 
Potential for Economic Development Investment 
The State College Downtown Master Plan identifies 15 sites for redevelopment.  Since the Plan was 
prepared in 2013, several of the most lucrative sites are now home to newly constructed retail 
development, office space and student housing.  However, incentives are needed to attract private 
sector investment on the remaining parcels targeted for redevelopment. Specifically, State College is 
seeking to better utilize the targeted parcels firm location and job creation instead of student housing. 
 
Regional Employment Center 
The data shows that workers who commute into State College for work increase the Borough’s 
population by more than half.  The number of residents, 42,074, increases by 21,396 people who travel 
into State College Borough to work.  Conversely, only 7,933 workers who live in State College Borough 
travel outside the Borough to work. 
 
Please see the attached map, prepared by the Center for Rural Pennsylvania, which shows the 
concentrated flow of workers who commute into State College Borough, based on data from the 2013, 5 
Year Average, American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.   
 
Transportation 
Downtown State College continues to emerge as a multimodal community.  CATABUS offers commuters 
and visitors reliable access to downtown via bus, shuttle or van.  Penn State University’s Zagster bicycle 
sharing opportunity allows visitors, community members, students and faculty to share bicycles through 
affordable annual memberships and pay by the hour options.  State College is also a very safe and 
accessible community where the active, young student population inspires healthy pedestrian traffic.  
The University Park Airport (www.universityparkairport.com) is located a fifteen-minute drive from 
Downtown State College. 
 
Amenities 
The State College Borough’s downtown is home to diverse retail shops and restaurants, a state of the art 
library and much more, including: 

¶ over 500 hotel rooms in downtown 
¶ 1.5 to 2 million annual visitors 
¶ 25 major festivals, including one of the most well-known and largest art festivals in the U.S., the 

Central Pennsylvania Festival for the Arts 
¶ The Center for the Performing Arts at Penn State with 30 to 40 nationally recognized 

performances and Broadway shows each season 
¶ The State Theatre presents an average of 35 national music acts a year in diverse genres of 

music, including bluegrass, classic rock, singer-songwriters, country, blues, jam bands, swing 
bands, and pop music. 

 
 
  

http://www.universityparkairport.com/


2. Nomination of Census Tract 42027011100 (Bellefonte Borough) 
 
Eligibility 
Census Tract 42027011100 (hereinafter 111) qualifies for designation as an eligible Opportunity Zone. 
The Census Tract Poverty Rate, per 2011-2015 ACS, for CT 125 is 78.35%.     
 

 
 
Area of Growth 
All of Bellefonte Borough is included in Census Tract 111.  Total population of Bellefonte Borough grew 
modestly by .6% based on a comparison of data from the American Community Survey, 5 Year Average 
Data from 2010 and 2016.  While the ACS data showed that the population in most age cohorts 
remained fairly constant, or dropped slightly, there was a remarkable 40% increase in the number of 
Bellefonte Borough residents between the ages of 55 to 64.   
 
Potential for Economic Development Investment 
The Bellefonte Borough Plan identifies the following properties as targeted for economic growth and 
development: 

¶ Bellefonte Waterfront District Redevelopment Plan completed in 2010 names the following 
properties for redevelopment :  Match Factory, Gamble Mill, Bellefonte to Milesburg Rail/ Trail, 
Dairy Building Redevelopment  

¶ Central Business District (National Register Historic District, Keystone Community, Downtown 
Businesses/Residential, County Courthouse)  

¶ Highway Commercial District (Armory and US Army Reserve Redevelopment Site)  

¶ In Town Fill Residential District (Affordable Housing Opportunity)  

¶ Springboard Bellefonte Business Incubator 
 



While several targeted parcels have seen economic activity, additional incentives are needed to 
incentivize private sector investment on remaining parcels. 
 
Transportation 
Bellefonte Borough is located a short drive of just 15 minutes to Interstate 80, 10 minutes to Interstate 
99/US 220,  and 15 minutes to the University Park Airport (www.universityparkairport.com). CATA Bus 
provides local commuter bus services within the borough with multiple stops in adjacent municipalities and a 
transfer connection to State College. 

 
Amenities 
The Historic Borough of Bellefonte is the county seat of Centre County.  The downtown is home to 
offices of numerous attorneys and professionals as well as the Courthouse and many state and local 
government agencies.  It boasts a waterfront park, as well as a variety of retail shops, restaurants, bed & 
breakfasts, festivals and much more.  
 

¶ Historic Car Cruise www.bellefontecruise.org 

¶ Arts and Crafts Fair bellefontefair.org 

¶ Victorian Christmas www.bellefontevictorianchristmas.com 

¶ First Sunday of the Month Events 

¶ Historic Railroad and Train Rides www.bellefontetrain.org 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.universityparkairport.com/
http://www.bellefontecruise.org/
file:///C:/Users/ealose/Documents/bellefontefair.org
http://www.bellefontevictorianchristmas.com/
http://www.bellefontetrain.org/


3. Nomination of Census Tracts 42027010300/42027010400 (Philipsburg 
Boro./Rush Twp.) 

 
Eligibility: 
Census Tracts 42027010300 and 42027010400 (hereinafter CT 103 & CT 104) qualify for designation as 
an eligible Opportunity Zone.  CT 103 includes all of Philipsburg Borough and qualifies as a Low-income 
Community.  Rush Township is located in CT 104, which qualifies as an Eligible Contiguous Tract.   
 

 

 



Area of Growth 
Census Tract 103 - Philipsburg Borough  
Census Tract 104 - Rush Township   
 
According to a comparison of American Community Survey 5 year Average data from 2010 and 2016, 
Census Tract 103 experienced a population loss of 11.7%; while adjacent CT 104 gained almost equally 
with a population increase of 9.4%.   
 
Potential for Economic Development Investment 
 
Census Tract 103 
 

¶ Downtown Commercial District (National Register Historic District, Main Street, Philips Hotel, 
Northside Manufacturing Building Redevelopment)  

¶ Single Household Urban Residential District (Philipsburg Junior High School Redevelopment)  

¶ Philipsburg Business Incubator 
 
Census Tract 104 
 

¶ Philipsburg Area Commerce Park (former Philipsburg Hospital Site Redevelopment)  

¶ Regional Business Park (Moshannon Valley Regional Business Park)  

¶ Moshannon Valley Enterprise Center 

¶ Mid-State Airport Redevelopment 
 
 
 
Transportation 
 
Philipsburg Borough is approximately a 20 minute to from Interstates 80 and 99. U.S. Route 322 is the 
main east-west highway corridor which connects to State Routes 350, running north-south. The Area 
Transportation Authority provides fixed route services between Philipsburg and neighboring borough 
Houtzdale. Regional commuter bus services between State College and Philipsburg are identified in the 
County’s Long Range Transportation Plan. 
 
Amenities 
 
The Historic Borough of Philipsburg is home to Cold Stream Dam Park, the Elks Country Club, the 
Rowland Theatre, the Old Mud Church, and hosts several events that support heritage, cultural and arts, 
small businesses, and culinary and wine producers. The borough is approximately a 15-minute drive to 
Black Moshannon State Park and the Moshannon State Forest. The recently opened Moshannon Valley 
Community Medical Building provides out-patient acute care through Penn Highlands Healthcare. The 
expansion of the Windy Hill Village provides additional independent living units for 65+ year age group. 
 

¶ Philipsburg Heritage Days www.philipsburgheritagedays.com 

¶ Black Moshannon State Park 
http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateParks/FindAPark/BlackMoshannonStatePark/Pages/defau
lt.aspx 

¶ Philipsburg Harvest Fest  
 

http://www.philipsburgheritagedays.com/
http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateParks/FindAPark/BlackMoshannonStatePark/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateParks/FindAPark/BlackMoshannonStatePark/Pages/default.aspx


Economic Partnerships, Development Strategies, and On-going Efforts 
 
Centre County is primed for private-sector investment due, in large part, to the working relationships 
among economic development agencies, well-thought out plans and policies, and shared resources and 
tools to market available lands and buildings. 
 
The Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (State College office located in Tract 125) is 
recognized as the lead agency to promote economic development and provide the support mechanisms 
for business retention, growth, and attraction at the county level. Regional partners are a critical 
component in the relationship. Regional directors and staff communicate directly with companies in 
specialized industry sectors thus gaining more knowledge of business needs related to workforce skills, 
product development, and new markets. The Moshannon Valley Economic Development Partnership 
(outside Philipsburg in Tract 104) continues to support advance manufacturing in its business park 
where 2 companies are planning both facility expansion and additional hires.  
 
Both the Borough of State College and Centre County Government have given careful consideration to 
the local opportunities available, real and perceived barriers to development, and are facilitating ways 
to overcome challenges. Recommendations in the County’s Comprehensive Plan directly address the 
often complicated, and sometimes frustrating, land development plan submission approval process and 
timeline. Measures to expedite the timeline approval process are in discussion at the municipal level. 
State College Borough provided municipal building office space for a co-working student group (New 
Leaf Initiative) and continues to nurture the entrepreneurial environment.  
 
County Government maintains the SiteFinder http://gissites2.centrecountypa.gov/java/CCSiteFinder/ 
website, an online portal of available lands and buildings for development and redevelopment. The 
County’s Chamber of Business and Industry and the regional economic development partners provide 
site information to County staff for inclusion. In 2017, the County’s Board of Commissioners received 
technical assistance from Penn State’s Cooperative Extension to complete a countywide economic 
assessment http://www.centrecountypa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4646. This document captures the 
past decade’s industry sectors, employment figures and wages, and serves as a discussion guide for local 
officials. The Entrepreneur Resource Site http://centrecountypa.gov/index.aspx?NID=844 contains links 
to incubator sites, capital support and lending options, and an array of other considerations for business 
start-ups. 
    

http://gissites2.centrecountypa.gov/java/CCSiteFinder/
http://www.centrecountypa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4646
http://centrecountypa.gov/index.aspx?NID=844

